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against him in the county. Two other candidates were his
competitors; one of them was Counsellor Quin, a man of
vulgar manners and mean abilities, but yet one who could drink
and cajole electors full as well as Sir Hyacinth with all his wit
and elegance. The other candidate, Mr. Molyneux, was still
more formidable; not as an electioneerer, but as a man of
talents and unimpeached integrity, which had been successfully
exerted in the service of his country. He was no demagogue,
but the friend of justice and of the poor, whom he would not
suffer to be oppressed by the hand of power, or persecuted by
the malice of party spirit A large number of grateful in-
dependent constituents united to support this gentleman. Sir
Hyacinth O'Brien had reason to tremble for his fate; it was
to him a desperate game. He canvassed the county with the ^
most keen activity; and took care to engage in his interest all
those underlings who delight in galloping round the country
to electioneer, and who think themselves paid by the momentary
consequence they enjoy and the bustle they create.

Amongst these busybodies was Simon O'Dougherty ; indo-
lent in all his own concerns, he was remarkably active in
managing the affairs of others. His home being now insuffer-
able to him, he was glad to stroll about the country; and to
him Sir Hyacinth O'Brien left all the dirty work of the canvass.
Soft Simon had reduced himself to the lowest class of stalkoes
or 'walking gentlemen^ as they are termed ; men who have
nothing to do, and no fortune to support them, but who style
themselves esquire; and who, to use their own mode of ex-
pression, are jealous of that title, and of their claims to family
antiquity. Sir Hyacinth O'Brien knew at once how to flatter
Simon's pride, and to lure him on by promises. Soft Simon
believed that the baronet, if he gained his election, would
procure him some place equivalent to that of which he had
been lately deprived. Upon the faith of this promise, Simon
worked harder for his patron than he ever was known to do
upon any previous occasion ; and he was not deficient in that
essential characteristic of an electioneerer, boasting. He
carried this habit sometimes rather too far, for he not only
boasted so as to bully the opposite party, but so as to deceive
his friends : over his bottle, he often persuaded his patron that
he could command voters, with whom he had no manner of
influence. For instance : he told Sir Hyacinth O'Brien that
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